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New Britain readies for Polish leader

President Andrzej Duda’s

By Don STacomMm

Judging by all the proparations undcer way
all week, the excitement in New Britai bowut
Polish Presadent Ancirzej Duda’s visie Sunday
ranks somewhere between wildly big and
flat-out enormous.

“Irs the first the Polish pre\ulen‘ ever
came here. It never happencd before™ said
shopkeeper Krystyna Obara at Quo Vadis, a
Hife svore in the Little Poland section that hass
stocked up on Polish flags, shirts, caps and
more for the expected influx of v

“This is making history™
employee Walter Rivera saad as Pput up
temporary security fencing at Walnus Hill
Park, where Duda will = <

For city police, rhu'l:e’< rip means long
bowurs of security strategy meetings with stave
troopers as well as the Secret Service amdd
Holiwh national protection agents. Moce than

dp-a e h.n e already registered online to
nttc afternoon spoecech at Walnue
Hill Park, aml New Britain pofice see gearing

¥z
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isit means long

hours of security st

PSSR M IR O A RTECRD COURANT
Altorney Adran Baron hangs a Polish Ameri-
can flag outsicde his law office on Broad Street
I New Britain's Little Polana section

up for even more

“The Little Poland Festival got 35000 this
year, so we're preparing for a lot of people.
There's certainky going 1o be a lamge police

Josept Rivesa cleans the street at the Gase of the momurment 1o the farmous Charter Oak

ategy meetings

presence.” Chicf Christopher Chute sasd
l'hur-d.n\

For everyvone going, organizers anxd police
recomunend doing a Ettle extra planning and
leaving plenty of extra time.

Where to see Ducia

Duda and his his wife. Agatas Kornhasuser—
Duda, will be the guests of honor at Walnuar
Hill Park, where he is expected to speak 1o a
cronvd on the wpic of relations between
Poland and the United States. It is the main
puablic appearance of his trip and the only one
wihere he's expected o spealc

Organizers, mchading Darck Barcilcowski,
Poland’s honorary consul in Connecticut,
caution thae registration is required to atvend.
Anyone interested can sign up online ar
AW a. com.

That crowd could be big. About 30% of the
state’s 3 million ressdents have some Polish
heritage, and organizers oxpect people to
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Bill Stall of Rocky Hill got a
jolt in March when the Social
Security Administration notified
ham in a letter that it had over
paid his wife, Bess, during two
decades of disbursing her
monchly benefic. And so. now
thae he and his wife are 8S yvears
old and she has been di;x_,':mcl
wiith dementia, the SSA is de-
manding that he repay a total of
$38,192 on ber behalf

“You have no idea how this
happened, when they tell you,
Wese boen overpaying your wife
for 22 years_ and now we wane
you to pay us back.” ™ Small said.

The retired Alr Force colonel,
who during a 28-yvear carcer
piloted multiengine military
adrcraft all over the world and
served in Vietnam, says the gov-
ermment admits it made a s
take and that he and his wife of
63 years are blameless. ¥
in June that the SSA waive its
demand for repayment.

But on Wednesday, an SSA
representative told himn during =
personal conlcrvng; X {axreford
that his request is being denied
Now his last resort will be an
e al to an administrative
’m also in Hartford. Thatr
hearing is yet to be scheduled.

Small sadd he still hasn™t re
ceived an explanation of whart
specific error by the SSA resuleed
in the overpayment, as well how
it happened and when it began
CEie said he doesn't know how
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A large tree and the swath of the Atlantic Ocean provide a beautiful background at Enders Island.

WHERE ALL

ARE WELCOME’

Plan a visit to Enders Island on the Mystic shoreline

In this week's Nature colurnn, Peter Mar-
teka visits Enders Island in Mystic, a Catholic
an ility where the pictu e shoreline

and gardens are open to the public.
Bottom Line: An easy hike around
:h.: 1-acre l'.lldrn Island with commanding
views of Long Island Sound and the Atlantic
Ocean.

Difficulty Level: Easy.

Total M.xrquu 1.::3-“ amile.

Directions: Take Route 1 east of Mystic
and take a right on Masons Island Road and
take a left on Chippechaug Trail. Take a left
on East Forest Road and left on Yacht Club
Road to the island. Visitor parking is located
on the left after crossing the causeway.
There are plenty olsumx showing the way to
the island. Visit www.endersisland com for
more information.
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Rockville
student
stabbed
on trail

Three arrested
after incident along
Hop River rail path
BY PETER MARTEKA

Two men and a teen were
arrested Saturday in connection
with the stabbing of a 17-year-old
Rockville High School ‘student

the Hop Rrvet rail trail in
Vernon late Fri

According to police the stu-
dent, who was not identified, was
stabbed multiple times in his
torso, legs uxrhrad during the
incident that occurred at approx-
imately 10:15 pun. Police sad the

ing likely took place along
the trail near the Ryefield condo
complex. After being stabbed, the
teen made his way to a Union
“-mm home to report the stab-

bing.

The teen was brought to
Rockville General Hospital and
later transferred to Connecticut

threatening in)

Shortly after the stabbing, offi-
cers located a vehicle in the
Terrace Drive apartment com-
plex that was believed to b-e
mvolved. Officers searched the
\vhhck- and found a hunm\:

abaseball bat, and o
en pole that had knife Nades
taped to both ends.

Police arrested Haley Mach-
holz, 19, of 77 Sunnyview Drive,
Vernon; Jakwai Sosa, 20, of 277
Martin St, Hartford; and a 15-
year-old Vernon teen who were
in vehicdle. The trio were
dumd with possession of a

m in a motor vehicle.
Mu' = d a $100000
bond and will appear in Rockville
Superior Court on Sepe. 24. Sosa
was held on a $100,000 bond and
will appear in Rockville court on

y. The teen was detained
in juvmk-d«unon

“It is bdle\‘ed the victim was

the assailants and it was
not a mndam act” Lz, William
Meier ITI said.

Police are working with Ver-
non school officials about the
incident, and anyone with infor-
muation should call the police at
860-872-9126. Callers may re-
main anonymous.

Poter Marteka can bereached at
pmarteka@courant.com.

South Windsor
library elevator
to be replaced

By PETER MARTEKA

:g' SOUTH WINDSOR - The



| COURANT.-COM - MOBILE.COURANT.COM |

Cattails grow on the banks of a farm pond at Swendsen Farm Preserve in Bethiehem

BETHLEHEM

Swendsen Farm Preserve

is a working farm,
outdoor recreation area

In this week's Nature colurnn, Peter Mar-
teka explores Swendsen Farm Preserve, a
w‘kﬂuﬁm and outdoor recreational area
in Bethlchem.

Bottom Line: A series of trails takes
visitors around a farm field, along the banks
of a farm pond and through the woods at the
top of a scenic ravine.

Difficulty Level: Easy to moderate

The main trail around the
farm fiekl is about 2 miles long. But there are
shorter trails around the pond and through
the woods bordering the farm. Maps are
available at the u::mcad

Directions: Route 63 to Route 132 into
Bethlehem. Follow for several miles and
look for the farm on the left shortly after
passing Woodland Road.

Pet Friendly? Leash and clean up after
your pets.

Bccs and butterflies bounce and float

gt:ldl lenrod to clover on the edge of a

. Pumpkins in various shades of
rcnmadus!} field on top of a hill.
A;n-alb by

Lamont:
Don’t
touch
surplus

By Kzrru M. PrANEUF
CT Misroe

Gov. Ned Lamont used his
monthly budget forecast Friday to
send an unconventional message
to the General Assermbly: Please
Pt requesss to restore spending
or repeal tax hikes on hold.

The $843 million
projection issued by the Office of
Policy and Management is
a :h-rp waming, even though the
budget’s General Fund was de-
signoed to run $141 million in the

The ad.mmmhon is project-
ing nearly $57 million in cost
overruns, including $30 million in
Ma.b‘tzid, $20 million in lq;nl

and other
ed claims and $6 milkon i the
Department of Correction.

On the other hand, the fiscal
year doean't end for another nine
months. ast few adminis-
trations rarcly dsclosed spending
problems during the frst quarter
of the ﬁxu! year, noting there was

time to cut costs else-

the reality of managing a state
budget across the course of an

tor. “We must and will remain
\-qﬂ-n( to keep ourselves in bal-

Sowh) is Lamont ringing the
fiscal caution bell this soon in the
fiscal year? The reason is talk.

Since the 2019 General Assem-
bly session adjosmeod on June 5,
Lrwmakers from both parties
have talked about revising the
new, two-year plan they

Some Democrats and Repasbli-
cans hawe objected to a new Med-

wvacant beds. This will cost a total

of nine facilities an estimated $5.3
million across this fiscal year and

next.

Lawmakers also balled ata
new 1 percent sales tax surcharge
on meals and other prepared
foods. And even though the De-
partment of Revenue Services
revised instructions Thursday to
grocery stores, directing them to
scale back instances in which the
tax would be applied, House and
Senate Republican leaders still
mdﬂmndmg meet
in special session this fall and
repeal the

The also includes hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in
efficiencies and other savings the
administration must achicve now
that the fiscal year is underway.

And legislators have known
since late May that Lamont
reached a tentative deal to resolve
alawsuit Connecticut’s hospital

filed againss the state in
2015 regarding its hospital pro-
vider tax. the of
conts tied to that setthement are

to be drawn from last
ﬁnal ;\-u ‘s uu-plua, acdminis-

2ale hanes wrarned thie
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Orange (Maria Schasds Teail)

Red (Mica Ledges Teail)

VYellow (Selecanen's Path)
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Bive (Mamabeien Trail New England Teail])

Mica Ledges
Trails
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Cornwall Conservation Trust
Day Preserve Trails
rs Trail Difficulty = Easy
..'..',' Green Blaze-Yellow Dot:
Trail Length = 1.90 Miles
' Day Preserve

Arszes

Easement

Comwall Conservation Trust

| Day Preserve

ﬁ Parking Area

Waterbody

1 inch = 400 feet
1.4,800
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Macedonia Brook State Park
Kent










Mary Moore Preserve

Sharon, CT













Bull Hill Preserve
oodstoc/Thompson CT
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Lions Head, Salisbury







Steep Rock Preserve
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Outer Island
Branford
















They aren’t making land
anymore, but...




Deer Pond Farm
Sharon

» Connecticut Audubon Society newly
opened 400-acre preserve

 More than 10 miles of trails
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How To Find Me

« Column comes out < “Peter Marteka,

at noon each Nature Writer For
Friday at The Hartford
www.courant.com Courant” can be

e Column comes out found on Facebook
In print on Sundays <+ Email is
in the Connecticut pmarteka@courant
Section. .com


http://www.courant.com/
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\Na I k THE COMPLETE GUIDE

TO CONNECTICUT'S

B O O |< BLUE-BLAZED
HIKING TRAILS




Mary Anne Hardy
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YEARS AS A NATIONAL HERITAGE CORRIDOR
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